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SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REPORT

The year 2008 bore witness to various peasant struggles in different parts of Asia and the globe,
from the rice crisis in the first quarter of the year to the G20 Summit in November. There was
also the continuous persecution of peasant leaders. Numerous malicious charges were filed
against them, while others became unfortunate victims of extrajudicial killings or enforced
disappearances. Violations of peasant rights were also rampant. Construction of Special
Economic Zones in India resulted to more landlessness for thousands of farmers while a
community in Indonesia was bombarded with napalm bombs in order to evict the villagers.

But despite all these crises, Asian peasants have remained militant and steadfast in their
fight for land, livelihood, resources and justice . Their struggle in the countryside manifests
in different forms and continue to widen and even become stronger. In the urban setting, mass
demonstrations are carried on to the streets, as it is the only effective way to voice out the
peoples’ protests against the oppression they are experiencing. Through all these the Asian
Peasant Coalition (APC) has always been there to further strengthen and consolidate the ranks
of the peasant communities in Asia as well as linking with other peasant groups and
organizations at the international level.

Membership. APC maintained its membership from October 2007 with 22 organizations from
9 countries in Asia such as Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan,
Philippines, and Sri Lanka. There is a need to follow-up the peasant groups in Cambodia, South
Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam to recruit them to APC. Moreover, there is a need to continue the
exchange program among the APC member-organizations in order to learn from each other’'s
experiences and strengthen our ranks.

Campaign and Advocacy. Because of our unrelenting mass action and campaigns, especially
among our member organizations such as the Bangladesh Krishok Federation (BKF) and
Tenaganita, two mass leaders of APC member-organizations were released of charges this
year. The first was Harun Bhandari , a leader of BKF who was freed last March 2008 and Irene
Fernandez , APC Vice-Chairperson for External Affairs and Executive Director of Tenaganita
from Malaysia, freed last November.

As part of our call for genuine agrarian reform, we are proud of our member-organizations in the
Philippines, namely the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), PAMALAKAYA, AMIHAN and
UMA, as they are actively pushing for the enactment of the House Bill 3059 Genuine Agrarian
Reform Bill (GARB) which aims for free land distribution for farmers. Also, APC’s call against
the G20 Summit held in Washington last November 2008 was effectively declared in Indonesia,
with AGRA's protest action themed “Bubarkan G20 (Junk G20!).

Propaganda and Education. Press releases and Position Papers on issues affecting the Asian
peasants were issued regularly. From February to December 2008, we have issued 32 press
releases, statement, position paper, calls to action, action alters and solidarity messages.
Furthermore, Calls to Action and Action Alerts were released as needed such as when
KMP’s Deputy Secretary General Randall “Ka Randy” Echanis was illegally arrested due to
false charges, the immediate release of detained activists in Indonesia, Bangladesh and Orissa,
India.

A resource material entitled “ICARRD: Three Level Advocacy for Genuine Agrarian R eform”
in collaboration with the PAN AP was published on September 2008. We have produced a
critique and policy recommendation on the implementation or the lack thereof of the



International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) commitments
in each country in India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal, and Philippines.

Alliance and Networking. The APC attended the “Asian Rural Women’s Conference " in
March 2008 in India, sponsored by PAN AP and other groups, which resulted to the formation
of the Asian Rural Women'’s Coalition (ARWC). The culmination event of the Week of Rice
Action (WORA) 2008 was co-hosted by APC with Alliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraria (AGRA)
and KRKP in Indonesia on April 8, 2008. At least seven (7) APC members were able to join the
Third International Assembly of the International L eague of Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS) on
June 2008 held in Hong Kong. KMP’s Chairperson, Rafael Mariano (who also represented APC)
participated in the Reality of Aid Forum in Ghana, Africa which took place from August 31-
September 2, while yours truly attended the ActionAid Partners Strategic Meeting  in Bangkok
last September 21-23. APC was also active in the Our World Is Not For Sale (OWINFS) and has
sponsored “Asia-wide Intensive Advocacy Campaign against WTO " from July 12 to July 22,
2008. APC cand its members from India, Indonesia, Philippines, and Nepal actively participated
in the Global Day of Action dubbed “World Foodless Day” on October 16, 2008 led by the
Pesticide Action Network Asia Pacific (PAN AP) and Peoples Coalition on Food Sovereignty
(PCFS). We are also a convenor of the Asia-wide Grassroots Movement Response to
Climate Change which aims to launch a campaign on climate change in Asia on 2009.

Secretariat. The Secretariat has finally moved its office to a new location last November 2008,
and we are very happy to announce that Ms. Rhoda Gueta and Sharl Ortiz will be working full-
time as its Secretariat.

The Secretariat has created a website (www.asianpeasant.org). In addition, the e-group
(apc_members@yahoogroups.com) is an efficient and proven way of communicating to
member-organizations and to be informed about the latest news concerning peasant struggles.
Preparations are on-going for the APC official publication. The Secretariat is hoping that all of its
members will be able to contribute an article in order to make our newsletter more
comprehensive.

For the peasantry!

Danilo Ramos
Secretary-General



MEMBERSHIP

APC maintained its membership from October 2007 with 22 organizations from 9 countries in
Asia such as Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Nepal, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Philippines,
Cambodia, and Sri Lanka. There is a need to follow-up the peasant groups in Cambodia, South
Korea, Thailand, and Vietnam to recruit them to APC. Moreover, there is a need to continue the
exchange program among the APC member-organizations in order to learn from each other’'s
experiences and strengthen our ranks.

Country Member Organization Website
1. All Nepal Peasant Women
2. All Nepal Peasants Federation http://www.anpfa.org.np/
Nepal Association (ANPFa)
3. Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya http://www.apvvu.org
Vruthidarula Union (APVVU)
4. Tamil Nadu Women’s Forum http://in.geocities.com/tnwforum/
India 5. Indian Federation of Toiling Peasants
(IFTOP)
6. South Asian Peasant Coalition
(SAPC)

7. Alliance of Peoples’ Movement

8. Bangladesh Krishok Federation
(BKF)

Bangladesh | 9. Bangladesh Kishani Sabha (BKS)

10. Bangladesh Bhumiheen Samity
(BBS)

11. Bangladesh Agricultural Labour
Union (BALU)

12. Bangladesh Agricultural Farm Labor
Federation (BAFLF)

13. Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas www.kilusangmagbubukid.org
(KMP)

14. AMIHAN (National Federation of

Philippines Peasant Women)

15. UMA (National Federation of
Agricultural Workers Union)

16. PAMALAKAYA (National Federation
of Fisherfolk Organizations in the
Philippines)

17. National Federation of Sugar
Workers (NFSW)

Pakistan 18. National Farmers Assembly

Indonesia 19. Alliance of Agrarian Reform http://agraindonesia.wordpress.com/
Movement (AGRA)

Malaysia 20. Tenaganita (Women'’s Force) www.tenaganita.net

Mongolia 21. Foundation of Agricultural www.fad.org.mn
Development (FAD)

Sri Lanka 22. Movement for National Land and www.monlar.org

Agricultural Reform (MONLAR)




CAMPAIGN AND ADVOCACY

In Defense of Peasant Rights

Bangladesh

Mr. Harun Bhandari, a leader of BKF and also President of Barisal District Committee was
falsely accused by landowners with leading a procession and breaking the emergency rule
when he sought to get relief from the local government since the area was affected by a recent
cyclone. Fake criminal charges were filed against him, which led to his arrest. But after 3
months of work done by BKF, Harun Bhandari was released on March 17, 2008. APC also
issued support statement and press release on this matter.

Indonesia

Three members of the Alliance of Agrarian Reform Movements (Aliansi Gerakan Reforma
Agraria — AGRA) in Karangsatri village were taken by plain-clothed police officers on August 28
nmely Mulyana, Dede and Dayat, while the whereabouts of another person, Asep, are still
unknown. They were arrested by unknown group of persons, while they were trying to hold a
peaceful demonstration in front of the Garut district police compound. AGRA and APC
demands for their unconditional and immediate release and insist to end these form of terror
that are directed against the farmers who are fighting for its land against PTPN VIII Condong.
The arrest demonstrates that the farmers struggle for land is still a long journey.

Malaysia

The thirteen-year court battle of Irene Fernandez, director and co-founder of Tenaganita (an
NGO which promotes the rights of migrant workers in Malaysia) and
concurrent Vice-Chairperson for External Affairs of APC ended
triumphantly last November 24, 2008. Fernandez was arrested in 1996
and charged with “maliciously publishing false news” after Tenaganita
released a report exposing the maltreatment of undocumented migrant
workers in detention centers. The trial spanned seven years and
Fernandez was found guilty on October 16, 2003 and sentenced to 12
months imprisonment. She was later released on bail pending an
appeal.

When the hearing for Fernandez’'s appeal resumed on November 24,
Judge Mohamad Apandi Ali announced his decision which disregarded
Irene’s earlier conviction. And when the defense lawyer asked that the
motion for appeal to remain, the prosecution did not oppose the appeal.
APC helped issued press releases and call to action about this case

Philippines

Randall Echanis, the deputy secretary general for external affairs of the militant farmers' group

Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), was arrested by police and military on January 28 in
Bago City, Negros Occidental while holding a consultation on
sugarworkers from Unyon ng mga Manggagawa sa Agrikultura (UMA) and
National Federation of Sugar Workers (NFSW) about the House Bill 3059
Genuine Agrarian Reform Bill (GARB) and preparation on National Rural
Congress 2 organized by CBCP last July. His arrest was politically
motivated and he is currently detained at Manila City Jail. KMP and APC
condemned the arrest and detention of Echanis and is campaigning for
his immediate release.



Actions for Genuine Agrarian Reform

Philippines

On January 21-22, no less than 1,000 farmers, fisherfolk, agricultural workers and peasant
women from Southern Tagalog provinces — Mindoro Occidental, Mindoro Oriental, Quezon,
Batangas, Laguna, Cavite and Rizal have kicked off a week long rural people’s march to
dramatize their opposition against the proposal to extend the 20-

year-old Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program (CARP), and

push for the GARB HB 3059 principally authored by the late

Anakpawis (Toiling Masses) Rep. Crispin “Ka Bel” Beltran.

From June 5 to 10, APC members such as KMP, Pamalakaya
(National Alliance of Small Fisherfolk Organizations), Unyon ng mga
Manggagawa sa Agrikultura (UMA or Union of Workers in
Agriculture) and Amihan- National Federation of Peasant Women, in
cooperation with Katipunan ng Samahang Magbubukid sa Timog
Katagalugan (Kasama-TK or Association of Peasant Organizations
in Southern Tagalog) and Pamalakaya-Southern Tagalog
spearheaded the “Peasant March for Land, Food and Justice)”.

From October 12-21, 2008, the KMP held its annual Peasant Week
celebration. This year it was themed “Revolt for Land, Food and
Justice” and involves 44 towns and cities across nationwide (see map).
The KMP kicked it off with a week-long nationwide protest against the
bankruptcy of CARP that integrated Marcos’ failed land reform program
PD 27 enacted on October 21, 1972. It peaked with big mobilizations
targeted at the Department of Agrarian Reform, Department of Agriculture
and Malacanang on October 21 with some some 3,000 activists, majority
of them are farmers, fisherfolk and rural people. The Pamalakaya,
Amihan, UMA, KASAMA-TK, and AMGL joined the event.

On December 15-17, KMP,
Pamalakaya, UMA, Amihan and Kasama-TK sponsored
“Farmers’ camp out in congress for GARB” which was
participated by 700 farmers and network. The group
challenged lawmakers in both Houses of Congress to bury
the proposed five-year extension of the 20-year old
agrarian reform program and instead pass the
controversial Genuine Agrarian Reform Bill (GARB) or
House Bill 3059.

Campaign against World Trade Organization (WTQO) and G20 Summit

APC, AGRA, FMN, INDIES, and ILPS-Indonesia sponsored a seminar entitled “World Food
Crisis and the People’s Struggle against WTO” on April 11, 2008 at Jakarta, Indonesia. This
was attended by 40 people coming from Indonesia, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. Major speaker
is Erpan Faryadi, APC Vice-chairperson for Internal Affairs and AGRA General Secretary.



Asia-wide Intensive Campaign against WTO

When the WTO held its mini-ministerial meeting in Geneva, Switzerland last July 21-24, APC

held simultaneous protest actions in the Philippines, Indian states of West Bengal, Andra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, as well as in Jakarta, Indonesia,
against WTO liberalization policies. In the Philippines,
KMP held a lobbying with the Secretary of the Department
of Agriculture (DA) and the House Committee on WTO
and Globalization. KMP, Pamalakaya, Amihan and UMA,
picketed in front of the DA to show their blatant
disagreement with  WTO policies. APC sent Wilfredo
Marbella, KMP Deputy Secretary General for Internal
Affiars as representative to the OWINFS delegation in

Geneva from July 19-23, who did successful lobbying efforts. APC and KMP submitted separate

postion paper against the mini-ministerial meeting.

Protest against G20 Summit

On November 15, Indonesian militant activists led by Front
Perjuangan Rakyat (FPR) — an organization of groups from the
peasant, workers and youth sectors stormed to the US Embassy in
Jakarta and held a protest action in the front office themed “Junk
G20” (“Buburkan G20”) showing their strong opposition against the
G20 Summit. Rallies were also held at the front offices of the US
General Consulates in the cities of Medan, Surabaya, Makassar,
and Denpassar. The Alliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraira (AGRA),
was one of the organizers of the mass action. Other progressive
Indonesian NGOs were also present in the demonstrations.

PROPAGANDA AND EDUCATION

Press Releases, Statement, Position Paper, Calls to Action, Action Alerts and Solidarity
Messages

Press releases and Position Papers on issues affecting the Asian peasants were issued
regularly. From February to December 2008, we have issued 32 press releases, statement,
position paper, calls to action, action alters and solidarity messages.

February
Action Alert! Free Randall Echanis! ---------- Feb 7
March
Action Alert! The Threat of Eviction (against BTL Farmers) --------- Mar 5
BKF Leader Released From Jail Today --------- Mar 17
April
Asian Farmers call on to stop persecuting Irene Fernandez ------- April 6
Asian Farmers' Birthday Wish for GMA ---------- April 4
Bangladesh Authorities Continue Harassments on Peasant Group (BKF) ----- April 25



May

Free Tibet Movement: US-Imperialist Plot --------- May 20
Ka Bel: International Martyr of the Toiling Masses --------- May 26
June
APC Congratulates the Nepali People for the Proclamation of the Federal Democratic
Republic ---------- June 2
APC Statement in the Conclusion of the International League of People’s Struggle’s
(ILPS) Third International Assembly ------------ June 20
July
APC Statementt: Asian Rice Crisis, due to Imperialist Globalization --------- July 1
APC Statement on the G-8 Summit in Hokkaido -------- July 7
Position Paper: WTO visibly shattering food security --------- July 15
Position Paper: The WTO’s Doha Round Will Not Solve the Global Food Crisis! --July 21
Asian peasants unite against WTO; Peasant groups vindicated about destructive effects
-------- July 21
September
APC calls for the Immediate Release of Detained Indonesian Peasants ---- Sept 2
Position Paper submitted to the Indonesian Embassy in the Philippines — September 4
Urgent! Call to Action: Immediate release on the arrest, detention or enforced
disappearance of activists in Orissa, India ------- Sept4
Congratulatory message to Mr. Bam Dev Gautam (ANPFa) ------- Sept4
October
‘First’ International Day of Rural Women Celebrated -------- Oct 15
Millions of peasants and supporters protest the World "Foodless' Day ------ Oct 16
World peasant activists demand release of KMP leader --------- Oct 27
Irene Fernandez’s High Court Appeal Has Begun -------- Oct 29
Asian Farmers Denounce G20 Summit -------- Oct 30
November
Asian Farmers Group slams Global Forum on Migration: Joined Migrant Workers’ Rally -
------- Nov 3
Condolence to SRED Activist -------- Nov 5
APC Congratulates DLA for Protest Action ----------- Nov 6
Indonesian peasants rally against G20 Summit ----------- Nov 16
APC applauds the acquittal of Irene Fernandez ----------- Nov 25
December
Hunger Strike for Khas Land --------- Dec 7
Asian Peasant Group Decry Human Rights Violation --------- Dec 10
BKF Commemorates Martyred Intellectuals Day ---------- Dec 21



Blogspot

In lieu of a website, the Secretariat has created an APC blog on March 2008
(www.apcasianpeasantcoalition.blogspot.com) as a means of updating its members on their
national struggles and for the broad public to be more aware of peasant issues. Press releases
and other pertinent data are posted weekly for effective information dissemination. Hopefully,
the official website will be functional early 2009.

Resource Material

We have produced a critique and policy recommendation on the
implementation or the lack thereof of the International Conference on
Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD) commitments in each
country in India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Nepal, and Philippines entitled
“ICARRD: Three Level Advocacy for Genuine Agrarian R eform” in
collaboration with the PAN AP and ActionAid published on September

2008.

ALLIANCE AND NETWORKING

South Asian Women Peasants’ Conference on Right to Land, Empowerment and

Liberation

On January 20-21, 2009 the All Nepal Peasants’
Federation (ANPFa) organized the South Asian Women
Peasants' Conference on Right to Land, Empowerment
and Liberation together with the South Asia Alliance for
Poverty Eradication (SAAPE) SAAPE in Kathmandu,
Nepal. The Conference aims to strengthen the rural
women’s movement and to build the leadership of women
from peasant, indigenous, agricultural workers, Dalit, fisher
folk, and pastoralist movements. It is an attempt to develop
new visions and new thinking about feminism, liberation,
emancipation and the women’s perspective on national
liberation and food sovereignty.

More than one hundred rural Peasants' women leaders and representatives all over South Asia,
particularly in Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India and Nepal took part in the Rural Peasants'
Women’'s Conference. Women’s organizations, regional networks, public interest groups and

support NGOs were also invited.

On the first day of the Conference, Prem Dangal of Anpfa and
Anath Bundu of IMSE India presented the paper in WTO, AOA
and its impact on Agriculture. The next day, Balram Banskota,

ANPfa and Mousami, Bangladesh,

SUPRO presented paper

on Food Sovereignty. In the 2nd session, Dr. Keshab Khadka
of ANPFa presented a paper on Rural Transition and
livelihood and Women Status in South Asia.



International Fact Finding Mission on Special Econo mic Zones in India

Last February 2008, Andhra Pradesh VV Union, Pesticide
Action Network Asia and the Pacific (PAN AP) and the
People’s Coalition on Food Sovereignty (PCFS) organized
an International Fact Finding Mission to visit Nellore district
of Andhra Pradesh (India) due to concerns over the
displacement and loss of livelihoods of poor and landless
tribal communities in those districts due to construction of
Special Economic Zones (SEZ) and expansion of a Port in
Krishnapatnam.

The members of the team included Mr. Ajay Kumar (APVVU, India), Mr. Vince Cinches
(PAMALAKAYA, Philippines), Mr. Subramanyam (Human Rights Forum, India), Ms. Ravadee
Prasertcharoensuk (SDF, Thailand), Ms. Ujaini Halim (IMSE, West Bengal India), Mr. P.
Chennaiah (NAMP, India) and Mr. Gilbert Sape (PAN AP, Malaysia).

Asian Rural Women’s Conference

The Rights, Empowerment and Liberation: Asian Rural Women’s Conference
took place in Arakonam, Tamil Nadu, India from March 6-8, 2008. The
conference was led by PAN AP and was hosted by the Tamil Nadu Women's
Forum (TNWEF), the Tamil Nadu Dalit Women's Forum (TNDWF) and the
Society of Rural Development (SRED). The conference aims to strengthen the
rural and indigenous women's movement and to build the leadership of women
from peasant, indigenous, workers, Dalit, fisherfolk, migrants,

and pastoralist movements, among others.

The workshop on Land, Livelihood, Resources and Food
Sovereignty was organized by APC, TNWF, KMP and PANAP.
Ka Imelda talked about “Rural Women’s Assertion on their
Rights to Land, Livelihood and Resources towards Food
Sovereignty” while Ka Lita gave her own testimony on victories
gained on their struggle for genuine agrarian reform in the
Philippines.

The Role of Social Movements for Genuine Land Refor  m

To consolidate the struggles of People for Land, Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vrudhidarula
Union (APVVU), Ekta Parishad and IBON South Asia organized a two-day workshop entitled,
The Role of Social Movements for Genuine Land Refor m in South Asia on March 15-16,
2008 at Indian Social Institute, Bangalore, India.

The workshop was borne from the fact that in many South Asian countries, a large proportion of
rural poor are victims of the massive livelihood crisis that has accompanied the
commercialization of agriculture and associated pro-globalization economic activities. In
addition, the state has become a tool for corporate sector to capture the land related natural
resources from the dependent community by using all forceful coercive methods. Therefore,
there is an urgent need to see that how the land can be made available for those dependants to
produce their food.
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The workshop was intended to actualize the aspiration of people coming together within the
country and also across the borders to voice collectively against the all the undemocratic
processes, so that the voices can be heard both locally and globally which will pave the way to
address the land problems and transform them into concrete action. The workshop precisely
created the opportunity for exchange the views and ideas and experiences to make further plan
of action in the region of South Asia.

Week of Rice Action (WORA)

The culmination event of the WORA 2008 was co-hosted by APC and Alliansi
Gerakan Reforma Agraria (AGRA) with KRKP (People’s Food Sovereignty
Coalition) in Jakarta, Indonesia on April 8, 2008. At least seven (7) APC
members were able to join WORA 2008 in 13 countries in Asia with the
unanimous call to keep genetically engineered (GE) rice out of Asia. What is
ironic in the WORA 2008 is when the 15 international activists attending the
events on April 8 in Jakarta, Indonesia werer hijacked and detained at the police
station and later transferred to the immigration office. Rhoda Gueta, secretariat
of the APC from the Philippines, who was one of the detainees, said that “the release was
possible due to the enormous support from the KRKP.

ILPS TIA

The Third International Assembly (TIA) of the Internat  ional League of Peoples’ Struggle
(ILPS) was held on June 18 to June 22, 2008 in Hong Kong with the

teme “Strengthen the Peoples’ Struggle, Unite to Build a New

World Order against Imperialist Aggression, State T  errorism,

Plunder and Social Destruction!” Two hundred sixty five (265)

delegates attended the assembly from 165 progressive organizations,

from 30 countries coming from Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,

Belgium, Brazil, Burma, Canada, Tsina (kasama ang Hong Kong SAR

at Taiwan), Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mongolia,
Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Pilipinas, Thailand, The Netherlands, Turkey, Korea,
Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom and Estados Unidos.

The Commission 6 workshop is led by KMP and APC with the

theme “Consolidate the Gains and Surge Toward the Peasants

Struggle against Feudalism and Imperialism ". Each

organizational representative shared their experiences in their

struggle against feudalism and imperialism and presented possible

actions at the national and international level. APC members from
the Philippines, India, Malaysia and Indonesia attended the workshop. Danilo Ramos, KMP and
APC secretary general was elected as member of the ILPS International Coordinating
Committee.

Reality of Aid Forum

From August 31-September 1, civil society organizations (CSOs) looking for broader and
deeper reforms on aid held their own parallel forum in Accra Ghana, which highlights the failure
of aid to effectively deliver progress to communities around the world. KMP’s Chairperson,
Rafael “Ka Paeng” Marian, also Represenative of the AnakPawis (Toiling Masses) Partylist
participated in the forum in behalf of APC and gave a keynote speech.
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The 2008 Reality of Aid Report entitled “Aid Effectiveness: Democratic Ownership and
Human Rights " gathers evidence and experiences of CSOs and peoples’ organizations
working in the forefront of development policies on the current reality of aid and also suggests
some proposals and directions for reforms. Moreover, the report cites the continuing practice of
donors of imposing conditionalities on their aid to developing countries, which gravely prevents
communities from asserting their right to development.

World Foodless Day in Asia

On October 16, millions of farmers, agricultural workers, fisherfolks, pastoralists and herders,
indigenous peoples, women, migrants, consumers, youth and urban
poor were united in observing World Foodless Day as a day of
global action against the crises that plague the people. Mass actions
were held, showing the public’s resistance against the neoliberal
policies that created and maintained the current food security crisis
and financial meltdown. The event was organized by PAN-AP and
People’s Coalition on Food Sovereignty (PCFS), hand in hand with
22 NGOs and Peoples’ Organizations from 16 countries. APC
members actively participated in the event.

In India, Andhra Pradesh Vyavasaya Vruthidarula Union (APVVU) organised district wide
protest rallies and public meetings in 15 districts. In Tamil Nadu, Society for Rural Education
and Development (SRED) and TNWF held meetings and campaigns on food crisis. In Nepal, All
Nepal Peasants' Federation (ANPFa) organized a mass mobilisation and workshop on Food
Crisis; and All Nepal Women Association (ANWA) sponsored program for women leaders and
joiined actions led by Right to Food Network.

In the Philippines, KMP hold dialogue with the Department of Agriculture (DA)
Secretary and the National Food Authority (NFA) Administrator. They also
organised a rally infront of the DA’s office and picket at the NFA warehouse.
In Malaysia, Tenaganita hold a forum on biofuel, food sovereignty and
sustainability. In Indonesia, AGRA organised protest actions on the theme of
"Stop Land Monopoly and Violence against the Peasants: Assert Our Rights
to Land and Food.”

APC is one of the key contact organizations in the “Open Letter to the UN

Task Force on Global Food Security Criisis” submitted on October 4. The
letter was drafted by PAN AP and copies were sent to FAO, IFAD, OHRLLS, UNDP, UNEP,
UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, WHO, IMF, World Bank, WTO, Departments of Economic and Social
Affairs, Political Affairs, Public Information, Peacekeeping Operations, The Special Adviser on
Millennium Development Goals and OECD.
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ActionAid Strategic Planning

The Strategic Alliance Meeting organized by ActionAid last September 21-23, 2008 was an
attempt to create the learning opportunity to improve their partnership with other organizations
to be able to work together towards a momentum for change. One
of the objectives of the meeting was to brainstorm on how to
strengthen South-South Solidarity as well as regional integration
and identifying other key policies concerned. And also to create
an opportunity for their strategic partners to know each other as
well as promote linkages between regional partners and
ActionAid’s country programs. Danilo “Ka Daning” Ramos, APC
Secretary General attended the meeting and facilitated one
workshop. In behalf of APC, Ka Daning gave a souvenir clock
(see the layout).

International Campaign against Forced Displacement and Special Economic Zones

During the ILPS TIA in Hongkong, special meeting was conducted to launch the International
Campaign against Forced Displacement and Special Economic Zones, which was held on June
19, 2008. Full report of the meeting was delivered to the assembly, at its plenary session, on
June 20th by the coordinator of the initiative committee of The International Campaign against
Forced Displacement and Special Economic Zones (ICFD) and received the full backing of all
attending members of the ILPS.

The coordinator reported on the conduct of the launching committee, where the participants
heard from members from Brazil, India, Indonesia, Philippines and US (victims of Katrina) on
displacement related issues in their own countries.

Climate Change
We are also a convenor of the Asia-wide Grassroots Movement Response to Climate
Change which aims to launch a campaign on climate change in Asia.

SECRETARIAT

The APC Secretariat is directed by the Secretary-General, currently Danilo Ramos of KMP, and
is based in the Philippines. Its main function is to support the Executive Committee in the
implementation of APC’s General Plan of Action.

The Secretariat has two fulltime staff, Rhoda Gueta and Sharl Ortiz. There is a need for more
fulltime staff in order to fully perform its duties and responsiblities. Its hold its office at Room 23,
2" Floor, 3J Heights Building, 35 Visayas Avenue, Quezon City, Philippines 1100.

The secretariat maintains the members’ e-group (apc_members@yahoogroups.com) and
officers’ e-group (apc_sc@yahoogroups.com). It is an efficient and proven way of
communicating to member-organizations and and officers about the latest news concerning
peasant struggles, about the campaigns, and organizational matters.

Preparations are on-going for the APC official publication. The Secretariat is hoping that all of its
members will be able to contribute an article in order to make our newsletter more
comprehensive. The secretariat sent a season’s greetings card on December 23, 2008.
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