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Executive Summary 
  
 

I.  Introduction 
 
The present human rights situation in the Philippines worsened under the regime of Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo (GMA), beset with the worst economic and political crisis, intensified its 
political repression and state terrorism against political activist and the people. From 2001 to 
July 2006, Karapatan (a human rights watchdog), recorded 720 political killings and rampant 
human rights violations (HRVs), 54% of the victims are peasants. 
 
In response, the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas (KMP), Tanggol Magsasaka (Peasant 
Network for Land, Justice and Human Rights) and KMP3 (Peasant and their Advocates Standing 
against Tyranny), organized the International Peasant Solidarity Mission (IPSM) on August 
6 to 8, 2006, in Manila, Philippines.  
 
The IPSM was sponsored by the Asian Peasant Coalition (APC) in cooperation with the 
Pesticide Action Network Asia Pacific (PANAP) and Peoples Coalition for Food Sovereignty 
(PCFS).  
 
A total of 68 official delegates comprise the IPSM – sixteen (16) are foreign delegates from 
seven (7) countries namely: United States (9), Belgium (2), France (1), Canada (1), Netherlands 

(1), Japan (1) and Nepal (1).  
 
The Philippine delegates came from national organizations, 
Central Luzon and Southern Tagalog regions. There are 6 
national delegations as follows: Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (6), Tanggol Magsasaka (1), National Network of 
Agrarian Reform Advocates (NNARA)- youth sector (2) 
and Masipag or Farmers and Scientist for the Development 
of Agriculture (1).  
 
From Central Luzon, there were 21 local victims and 
witnesses who participated in the mission. Eleven of them 

were from Bulacan and 10 came from Nueva Ecija. Some of them were members of local 
chapters of the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luson (AMGL), Kadamay and Anakpawis 
while others had no organizational affiliation. Majority of them were peasants. The Central 
Luzon Team was headed by the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon (AMGL) or Alliance 
of Peasants in Central Luzon with KARAPATAN-Central Luzon 
 
From Southern Tagalog, there were 32 local victims and witnesses who joined in the mission 
coming from 7 provinces as follows: Cavite (8), Batangas (6), Laguna (5), Quezon (4), Mindoro 
(8), Rizal (1). All of them were members of local chapters of the KASAMA-TK (Alliance of 
Farmers in Southern Tagalog), PAMALAKAYA-TK (National Alliance of Fisherfolk 
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Organizations in the Philippines-Southern Tagalog chapter) and KAMP-TK (Indigenous Peoples 
Organization).   
 
The Southern Tagalog Team was led by KASAMA-TK with participations from 11 local 
organizations such as PUMALAG-Laguna, KASAMA-Rizal, Piglas-Quezon, Maskada-Rizal, 
Balatik, KAMAGSASAKA-Ka – Cavite, PAMALAKAYA-TK, Anakpawis-TK, SUMAMAKA-
TK, KARAPATAN-ST and BAYAN-ST. 
 
Originally, the mission includes Eastern Visayas and 
CARAGA regions but this was cancelled because of 
security problems they are confronting with.  
 
Around 20 volunteers from different peoples’ 
organizations provided manpower for the three-day 
IPSM. There are two (2) representatives from alternative 
media organization such as Pinoy Weekly and Bulatlat.   
 
APC and KMP Secretary General, Mr. Danilo Ramos, 
headed the national delegation. The Central Luzon 
delegation was headed by Mr. Joseph Canlas, Chairperson of the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa 
Gitnang Luzon (AMGL) and Igmedio Facunla of AMGL-Nueva Ecija. The Southern Tagalog 
delegation was headed by Imelda Lacandazo, Secretary General of the KASAMA-TK and KMP 
National Vice-chairperson with Guillermo Bautista, Chairperson of KASAMA-TK.  
 
The IPSM working committee is composed of the APC, KMP, Tanggol Magsasaka, AMGL, 
KASAMA-TK with KARAPATAN (Central Luzon and Southern Tagalog regions). 
 
 

II.  Conduct and Activities 
 
Briefing on international delegates together with Central Luzon delegates, Southern Tagalog 
representative and IPSM secretariat was given by the IPSM Secretariat on August 6 in Manila. 
After lunch and some rest, the international delegates of the Southern Tagalog team proceeded to 
Laguna while the Central Luzon Team started the interviews in Manila.  
 
The Central Luzon team was forced to conduct its fact-finding mission in Manila where the 
international and national delegates were able to meet with the participants from Central Luzon. 
The Southern Tagalog team was required to hold its fact-finding mission in Laguna where the 
international abd national delegates traveled from Manila to meet the local participants.   
 
These adjustments to the original plan were made because of security concerns as many 
witnesses and victims could not go to their respective provinces because they feared for their 
lives. Moreover, many of them had already left their communities and were in hiding after the 
incidents because of continuing presence of the military.  
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On August 6 and 7, the fact-finding team interviewed all witnesses and victims extensively and 
made use of available fact sheets, reports from Karapatan (both from National, Central Luzon, 
and Southern Tagalog), autopsy reports, pictures and other documents to validate the 
testimonies. A comprehensive regional situationer by the local leaders and video documentaries 
provided the broader picture and analysis.  
 
During the interviews in Central Luzon team, different 
human rights violations were documented including: 
 

·  The massacre of two members of the Valmocina 
family and three of their poultry workers in San 
Ildefonso, Bulacan last February 1, 2006. 

·  Five cases of assassinations, including the killing 
of Armando C. Javier Jr., a farmer from Bgy. Sta. 
Clara, Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija on October 2, 2005 after a long period of harassment by the 
military. 

·  Eleven cases of forced abduction. ‘Nanay Tessie’ Avellera and her son Rodel, for 
example, were abducted from their homes in Bgy. Parista, Lupao, Nueva Ecija by heavily 
armed men, who were operating under the protection of uniformed soldiers, on July 13, 
2006. 

·  The burning of the house of Yolanda Lorenzana by soldiers in Bgy. Pinaod, San 
Ildefonso, Bulacan on February 26, 2006. Before the incident, Mrs. Lorenzana, a 55-year 
old grandmother, and two of her sons were accused by the military of being members of 
the New Peoples Army (NPA). 

·  Three cases of torture, including the case of Modesto Facunla, a farmer from Bgy. Yuson, 
Guimba, Nueva Ecija. He was invited for interrogation by the military on October 16, 
2005, blindfolded and seriously beaten up until he signed a confession. 

·  Four cases of divestment of property by the military. For example, the cell phone of 
Alberto Ramirez, was taken by the military who was abducted from his home in Bgy. 
Sagrada, Hagonoy, Bulacan on June 28, 2006. 

·  Many cases of threats, intimidation and harassment were reported by almost all witnesses 
and victims. Cases include those of peasant leaders Ricardo Diaz from the Alyansa ng 
Magbubukid sa Bulakan and Danilo ‘Ka Daning’ Ramos, KMP secretary general.  

 
Different human rights violations were documented by the Southern Tagalog team during the 
interviews, including: 
 
·  One hundred thirty eight (138) cases of killings, involving 62 farmers, 13 indigenous peoples 

and 6 fisherfolks since 2001.  
·  Rampant criminalization of agrarian and political cases in the region. Leaders and members 

of peasant organization were illegally arrested and detained. One example is the ‘murder’ 
filed against Jojo Doroja, the secretary of Katipunan ng Samahang Magbubukid sa Rizal 
(KASAMA-Rizal) and his two companions. 

·  Thirty three (33) political detainees in the region, 16 are peasants including the Mamburao 7 
and Tagaytay 5 arrested on April 28, 2006. 
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·  Many cases of threats, intimidation and harassment were reported by almost all witnesses and 
victims. Cases of note include 6 peasant leaders from KASAMA-TK. 

·  There were 2,166 cases of human rights violation (HRVs) in the region involving 8,864 
individuals and 12, 657 families since 2001. Most of the cases were threats, disappearances, 
and destroying properties, forced evacuation, illegal arrest and detention, torture, food 
blockade and prevent from economic activities.  

·  There are 32 battalions of Philippine Army, Air force, marines, navy and other military 
troops in the region including one battalion of soldiers from Mindanao to help implement the 
GMAs all-out-war against NPA. 

 
 
 

III. Highlighted cases 
 

 
1. Central Luzon Team 
 
Case of Killing, Harassment, Massacre and Divestment of property: Testimony given by 
Yolanda Lorenzana.  
 
Yolanda Lorenzana is from the Bgy. Pinaod, San Ildefonso, Bulacaan. She is 55 years old, 
married with 10 children and 5 grandchildren. She testified that before the arrival of the military 
they lived in a peaceful barangay. But things changed after the military arrived in the later part of 
2005. The military told the community that they were here on the orders of Major General Jovito 
S. Palparan to find the NPAs and its supporters.  
 
The 1st casualty after the arrival of the military was the killing of Antonio Gutierrez. He was 
killed on Dec 3, 2005 at 9 pm in his house in the presence of his wife. Next on Jan 30, 2006, 12 

military men under Rolly Castillo (CO) entered the 
compound of Lorenzana family. They ordered everyone to 
come out of their house as they were searching for 2 sons of 
Yolanda. The military threatened another son of Yolanda by 
pointing a gun at him and demanded that he tell where his 
two NPA suspected brothers were.  
 
Then on Feb 1, 2006, the Valmocina massacre took place. 
Five were killed and two were abducted and are still missing. 

The military also stole jewelry and P100,000 in cash from the Valmocina family. Moreover, 
before the massacre, the military passed by a nearby wake, where they stole P1000 in cash and 
several cell phones. After the massacre, the Lorenzana family received news that they were next. 
As a result the family fled their home in fear of their lives. Then on Feb 26, 2006 the military 
burnt down their house. The next day, according to Yolanda Lorenzana, Palparan himself and 
Castillo admitted in a barangay meeting that their house was burnt down because the owners 
were suspected NPAs. Till this day the Lorenzana family cannot go back to their community and 
are still in hiding.  
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Case of Abduction and forced disappearance: Testimony given by Joan and Marlyn 
Abellers, and Michelle Pobre. 
 
 
Within one week, three abductions occurred in the same barangay.  On July 13, 2006 in Lupao, 
Barangay Parista, Nueva Ecija, the Abellera family was watching television around 7:30 in the 
evening. During this time, Tessie Abellera, was in the kitchen when unidentified men with black 
bonnets entered their home. They commanded the family to lie down on the floor pointed high 
powered rifles at them. With the unfamiliar noises coming from the living room, Tessie came out 
and the unidentified men said that she is a member of the NPA. Following the statements, 

various forms of harassment ensued that included tying 
her hands behind her back and hitting her in the stomach 
with the back of a rifle. After this Tessie was abducted. 
She was the Municipal Coordinator for Bayan-Muna 
partylist in 2001. 

 
Rodel Abellera, 25, is the son of Tessie and is a 

farmer in Barangay Parista. On the same day, two men 
wearing black bonnets entered a house. The men told 
Rodel to come outside with them. He questioned why he 
had to go with them but was forced outside and was hit 

with a rifle.  Rodel called for help but the people around were not able to because the two 
military men were not allowing other people present to come closer. He was forced to ride in the 
unmarked van with Tessie inside as well. 

 
The following morning, Joan Abellera went to the military camp in Lupao to ask about 

the status of Tessie and Rodel but the military did not take the report seriously.   
  

Philip Dela Cruz, 45, is a resident of Lupao, Barangay Parista. On July 20, 2006 
approximately 5:30 pm, Philip was repairing and testing his motorcycle on the highway. His 
niece (10 years old) noticed a Sarao Jeep driving slowly passing Philip and later on came back to 
where he was.  At that point, four fully-uniformed men got off the jeep and struck him with the 
back of a rifle. He was taken onto the jeep. His daughter, Michelle, saw nine military men inside 
the jeep.  His abduction was based on military suspicion of being a member of the NPA because 
he was often away from home. According to Michelle, Philip had to tend to their farm in Aritao, 
Nueva Vizcaya.  

 
 Immediately after the incident, Philip’s family went to the Barangay Hall and reported 
what had happened.  The military did not take the report seriously and they were told that they 
need to produce evidence to continue with any investigation. 
 
 As of now, the three people have been missing.  
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Harassment continues 
Meanwhile, peasant leaders who have so far been spared by military death squads that have 
felled many of their colleagues face continuing grave threats to their lives and the lives of their 
families. 
 
Igmedio “Boy” Facunla Jr., AMGL deputy secretary general and Anakpawis and Bayan 
chairperson in Nueva Ecija, has not gone home since January 
2005. Being called an NPA by the military, he has heard that 
a shoot-to-kill order has been issued against him. Soldiers 
have also gone several times to their house and tried to make 
his wife sign “rebel surrenderee” papers. Meanwhile, his 
other family members are also being punished. One of his 
nephews, John Gado, was killed last July 4, 2006. After his 
burial, the military held a meeting in Bagong Baryo where 
they warned people that three more people would be killed including one member of the Facunla 
family. Boy’s brother Modesto was interrogated and beaten up last September 3, 2005 when he 
reported to the camp upon insistence of the military for him to clear his name. “If we violated 
any law, cases should be filed against us in court and due process should take its course. Instead, 
our names are placed in order of battles, and we are beaten up and killed,” said Boy in an 
interview. 
 
Boy founded Mambayu, a local farmers’ organization in the villages of Manggang Marikit, 
Bagong Barrio, and Yuson in the early 90s, fi ghting for the right to till an 86-hectare land that 
was leased by a landlord to a Taiwanese company planting export crops. Through their unity, the 
farmers’ successfully occupied the land. Also a Board of Trustees member of the ecological 
agriculture group Magsasaka at Siyentipiko Para sa Agrikultura (Masipag) or Farmers and 
Scientists for Agriculture, Boy had enjoined farmers to plant up to 20 hectares of organic rice 
varieties. However, militarization became too intense for him to continue his efforts at promoting 
organic farming. 
 
Ricardo Diaz, Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Bulacan (AMB) or Alliance of Peasants in Bulacan 
spokesperson, has been staying in a sanctuary for victims and displaced families ever since 
killings erupted in the province late last year and suspicious men started tailing him. Diaz is 
dismayed at how the activities of AMB have been paralyzed because of militarization, including 
a local organization’s campaign against industrial pollution that affects 2,000 hectares of rice 
fields in Calumpit. “What would now become of the farmers? They would just try to cope with 
the low yield caused by the chemicals (used by nearby factories) until they are forced to sell their 
land,” he said in an interview.  
 
The peasant leader is also saddened by the abduction and disappearance of one AMB member 
and two volunteers---farmer Manuel Merino, and University of the Philippines students Karen 
Empeño and Sherlyn Cadapan---last April 28, 2006. Following a petition for writ of habeas 
corpus, the Court of Appeals has recently ordered Maj. Gen. Palparan to surface the three.31 The 
order remains unheeded. “Their disappearance is a big loss to the organization. 
Instead of increasing, we are decreasing in numbers,” Diaz noted sadly. 
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2. Southern Tagalog team 
 
Brief Human Rights Situation 
Based on the documentation of KARAPATAN, victims of extra judiciary killings have reached 
694 cases since 2001-March 2006; 136 happened in Southern Tagalog – 54 of which are leaders 
and members of militant organizations; including 35 victims from the Bayan Muna and 21 
victims of enforced disappearance. In 136 cases of killings, the peasant sector contributed 62 
cases of farmers, 13 of Indigenous People and 6 are fisherfolks. 
 
Before Oplan Bantay Laya was implemented, Southern Tagalog was made into a laboratory 
particularly the provinces of Laguna and Mindoro Oriental in 2001-2002. During this year 
victims of extra judiciary killing increased. Before OBL, Oplan Balangai, Oplan Gordian Knot 
and Oplan Makabayan were implemented that resulted to the killing of civilians. Since 2001-
2006, it was in the province of Mindoro Oriental that has a biggest number of killings, second is 

the province of Quezon, because in these two 
provinces, militant and progressive organizations 
were very active.    
 
It was Alberto Gonzales, a poor farmer was the last 
victim killed in Brgy Veronica, Quezon last July 28, 
2006. Before this was the killing of Marilou and 
Virgilio Rubio, farmers and members of Bayan 
Muna on April 22, 2006 in Nakar, Quezon. 
 
Even the human rights advocate in the region was 

not exempted because on Aril 22, 2003, Eden Marcellana, Secretary General of KARAPATAN-
ST along with peasant leader Eddie Gumanoy. Eddie Gumanoy was the current chairperson of 
KASAMA-TK. Both abducted and killed in the island of Mindoro. 
 
In addition to these, the killing of Atty. Juvy Magsino, a human rights lawyer, who sympathizes 
to the peasant sector and Leima Fortu, acting Secretary General of KARAPATAN-MO. And 
many more killings took place and even frustrated killings of leaders and members of 
KASAMA-TK and other militant organizations like what happen to Pedro ‘Pido’ Gonzales, vice 
chairperson of PAMALAKAYA-ST, a fisherfolk organization in the region. 
 
Criminalization of Agrarian and political cases were very rampant in the region. Leaders and 
members of peasant organization were illegally arrested and detained. The over-all secretary of 
Katipunan ng Samahang Magbubukid sa Rizal (KASAMA-Rizal) and his two companions were 
accused of murder. 
 
At present, there are 31 political detainees in our region detained in different jails in the 
provinces. 16 detainees were from peasant sector. Some are detained in NBP at Bicutan. Largest 
numbers of detainees were in Quezon Provincial Jail, four in Antipolo City Jail, one in Mindoro 
Oriental and five in Camp Vicente Lim in Canlubang. 
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The declaration of all-out-war against CPP-NPA-NDF of Pres. Arroyo will surely result to more 
victims of human rights violation. 
 
A day after the declaration of the All-out-war against CPP-NPA-NDF by Pres. Arroyo, 6 peasnts 
and minors in Lopez, Quezon were illegally arrested by 76th IB Philippine Army in their series of 
operation against NPA. Before they were asked to carry heavy things and baggages, the military 
have confiscated from the alleged NPA. They were given threats and were tortured before they 
were surrendered to PNP Lopez, Quezon. At present they were detained and accused of 
rebellion, murder and frustrated murder. 
 
The region is experiencing the undeclared martial law. 
During the military operation, they threatened the 
civilians, harassed and destroyed their means of 
livelihood. There were also forced evacuation and 
displaced of family from their home, hamletting and 
strafing.  
 
Schools, barangay halls and other public places were 
used as military camp like what happen to brgy hall of 
Brgy Magsikap, Gen Nakar, quezon were the 16th 
IBPA stayed for eight months. 
 
In Southern Tagalog, there were 2, 166 cases of Human Rights Violation caused by AFP, PNP 
and other government armed groups. There were 8,864 individual and 12, 657 families who were 
victims. Largest numbers of cases were threats, disappearances, and destroying of properties, 
forced evacuation from their places, illegal arrest and detention, and torture, food blockade and 
block of economic activities. In this case, it shows that in this administration, human rights 
violation is much bigger in number than in previous administration. 
 
At present, there are 32 battalions of Philippine Army, Air force, marines, navy and other 
government groups in the region. Included here is one battalion of soldiers from Mindanao to 
help in implementing the All-Out-War against CPP-NPA-NDF declared President Arroyo. # 
 
 
Case of summary execution, frustrated summary execution & physical assault/injuries 
 
Summary execution of Marilou Rubio Sanchez, 42 years old, farmer, wife of Hilario Sanchez 
and Virgilio Rubio, 52 years old, farmer, brother of Marilou on April 22, 2006 at Bgy. Magsikap, 
General Nakar, Quezon. 
 
Summary execution and physical injuries of Hilario Sanchez, 52 years old, farmer, at Bgy. 
Magsikap, General Nakar, Quezon on April 22, 2006. It started almost 2:30 in the morning when 
at least 10 heavily armed men, wearing fatigue pants and combat shoes forcibly enter the resort 
where Hilario and Marilou Sanchez are staying.     
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Case of threats, torture, illegal arrest 
 
A day after the declaration of GMAs all-out-war against NPA on June 7, 2006, six (6) peasants 
including three (3) minors, ages 15 in Lopez, Quezon were tortured, illegally arrested by 76th IB 
Philippine Army in their series of operation against NPA. They were given threats and were 
tortured before they were surrendered to PNP Lopez, Quezon. At present the other 3 farmers 
were detained and accused of rebellion, murder and frustrated murder while the three minors are 
in the custody of KARAPATAN-ST and also facing those charges.  
 
If not slain, many peasants and their leaders are filed with trumped-up charges and placed behind 
bars. In Southern Tagalog alone, Kasama-TK has 
monitored 33 political detainees incarcerated in different 
jails for non-bailable offenses such as murder, with the 
military claiming that these civilians were captured 
rebels. 
 
Among them are the three peasant leaders and two 
ordinary civilians collectively known as the “Tagaytay 
5,” currently detained at Camp Vicente Lim in Calamba, 
Laguna after being charged with rebellion. Axel Pinpin, 
Riel Custodio, Aristides Sarmiento, Michael Masayes, 
and Enrico Ybañez were abducted while traveling along 
Tagaytay City highway last April 28, 2006. They were 
tortured and held incommunicado for a week, after which they were brought to the Philippine 
National Police (PNP) headquarters in Metro Manila. They were presented 
to the media as NPA rebels who were planning to bomb the Labor Day rallies in cahoots with 
rebel soldiers. 
 
Pinpin, Custodio, and Sarmiento are members and officials of Katipunan ng mga Magsasaka sa 
Cabite (Kamagsasaka-Ka) or Federation of Cavite Farmers and the Cavite Farmers Consultative 
Council (CCFC). Lawmakers such as Quezon Rep. Lorenzo Tañada III and Cavite Rep. Crispin 
Remulla, who co-founded CCFC, knew them and vouched that they were not NPA members. 
When they were abducted, the three, along with driver Ybañez and companion Masayes, were 
transporting Php800,000 worth of profit from their organization’s Fair Trade project, which sells 
local farmers’ products such as kapeng barako (organic coffee) and muscovado (organic sugar) 
to First World countries via the Shuswap Foundation for the Promotion of Eco-Development, a 
partner organization in Canada. 
 
The Tagaytay 5’s incarceration had a huge impact on Cavite farmers. “Because of our arrest, the 
farmers’ products are now getting spoiled,” Custodio said in an interview. His concern for his 
constituents is apparent even while getting pale and sickly in jail, where they are locked in a 5 x 
6 meter cell 24/7 and with strict visitation rules. Sarmiento, a professional agriculturist, added 
that many farmers were shocked at the gravity of the case fi led against them and many wept 
because they didn’t know what would become of their land struggles. “They were scared at first. 
But gradually, the peasant movement in the province is gaining ground. After all, nobody’s 
indispensable. Somebody has to pick up the baton from where we fell down,” he said. 
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Case of killings 
 
Alberto Gonzales, a poor farmer was the last victim of killings in Bgy Veronica, Quezon last 
July 28, 2006.  
 
Statistics of political Killing in Southern Tagalog  (as of May 2006) 

 
 
 

3. KMP national leaders are being harassed   
 
Even high-ranking national peasant leaders are being harassed such that they can longer 
go home to their provinces nor feel safe even while being based in Metro Manila 
 
·  Hon. Rafael Mariano, KMP National Chair and Anakpawis party list representative 

(together with Reps. Satur Ocampo, Teddy Casino, Joel Virador and Liza Maza) collectively 
called ‘Batasan 5’ were holed at the Batasan complex for 70 days (starting February 27, 
2006), after the declaration of GMA’s ‘state of emergency. They are now out of the Batasan 
complex since May 8 but are now charged of rebellion by the Department of Justice.  

 
Rep. Mariano, a poor rice farmer from Nueva Ecija who rose to become the Philippines’ most 
hard-working and respected peasant leaders, is currently working on pro-farmers legislation 
that include the Farmers Land Rights Act, Farmers Security of Tenure Act, resolutions against 
land use conversion and importation of agricultural products, a resolution calling for a 
moratorium on genetically modified organisms, a law to repeal IRRI’s immunity from suit 
and to compensate workers poisoned by pesticide use, among others. 
 
Rep. Mariano is very active in national and international campaigns of peasants for genuine 
land reform. He took a lead role in PAN AP’s Peoples’ Caravan for Land and Food without 
Poisons in 2000 and a founding member of the South Asian Peasant Coalition (SAPC) and 
APC.  

 
 

Probinsya 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 TOTAL 
Cavite 4 3 2   1 10 
Laguna 9  3 1 1 3 17 
Batangas  3  1  2 6 
Rizal 5 1 1 2 2  11 
Quezon 3 6 1 10 8 8 36 
Mindoro Oriental 7 22 6 3   38 
Mindoro Occidental   6 5 3  14 
Palawan    1 2  3 
Marinduque 1      1 
TOTAL 29 35 19 23 16 14 136 
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·  Imelda Lacandazo, KMP Vice-chairperson and a member of KMP National Council, 
receive continuing death threats since February 2006 from the military, she and her children 
were forced to vacate her house during Palparan’s stint in Mindoro.      

 
She came from a peasant family and started as a student activist in 1980s. She was elected as 
the General Secretary of the SUMAMAKA-TK in 2003. The surveillance and death threats 
against her heightened unsurprisingly. She also survived a murder attempt during the 
orchestrated hold-up in Mindoro Occidental led by 16th and 18th Infantry Battalion of the 
Philippine Army.  

 
·  Danilo ‘Ka Daning’ Ramos, KMP secretary general served as primary witness and gave 

his several testimonies on the fertilizer fund scam Senate inquiry conducted by Senator 
Ramon Magsaysay Jr., Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Agriculture and Food,  from 
October 6, 2005 to February 2006. The threat 
against Ramos’ life intensifies since then. A 
certain PO1 Christopher Artuz and five more men 
are tailing him and believe to be assigned by the 
military.   

 
Ka Daning clearly felt the harassment after 
KMP’s expose on the Arroyo government’s 
Php728 million Fertilizer Fund Scam. He served 
as a primary witness in the Senate’s inquiry on 
the said scam. It is suspected that the Fertilizer Fund, composed of taxpayers’ money, was 
siphoned to fi nance Arroyo’s presidential bid last 2004 elections. 
 
A landless farmer, Ka Daning is likewise active in KMP’s national and international 
campaigns. He took a lead role in PAN AP’s People’s Caravan for Food Sovereignty in 2004 
and the Rural People’s International Tribunal on the World Trade Organization in 2005.  

 
·  Wilfredo Marbella, KMP Deputy Secretary General for Internal Affairs , was forced to 

leave his province in Bicol in December 2004 and transfer in Manila because of the serious 
death threat against him from the military assigned in his province.   

 
Marbella, a barangay official and former chairperson of KMP-Albay, has been an organizer 
of coconut farmers since the 80s. He was part of the farmers’ bid to reclaim the multi-million 
Coco Levy Fund, collected from taxes imposed on coconut farmers under the Marcos 
dictatorship and which was pocketed by businessman Danding Cojuangco, a Marcos crony. 
A military camp was also built in front of Marbella’s residence.  

 
·  Randall Echanis, KMP Deputy Secretary General for External Affairs , along with CPP 

founder Jose Ma. Sison and Bayan Muna Rep. Satur Ocampo was accused of multiple 
murder for 15 counts in connection with the so-called mass graves discovered in Hilongos, 
Leyte. But the peasant leader was in detention and held under solitary confinement when the 
alleged crime was committed. He was arrested in 1983 by then Ministry of National Defense 
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Security Group under then Col. Gregorio Honasan, Red Kapunan and the late Rodolfo 
Aguinaldo. He was held incommunicado from 1983 to 1984 and was transferred to Camp 
Adduru, Regional Command 2 Stockade in Tugegarao, Cagayan until his release in March 
1986.  

 
Since his release, Randall resumed his pro-people work by joining the group of ex-political 
detainees, helped in pursuing the human rights claimants’ case against the Marcos 
dictatorship and actively participated in the pre-formation of human rights group Karapatan, 
until his appointment as KMP deputy secretary general in 1999, during its 5th National 
Congress.  

 
 
On the other hand, Tito Marata, Public Information Officer of KMP -Misamis Occ idental, 
was killed in Oroquieta City on June 17, 2006. He was the first victim of Pres. Arroyo’s all-out-
war against the NPA.   This declaration on the part of the executive has given her military 
minions to further escalate the killings.   
 
 
 
Conclusions 
 
The members of the International Peasant Solidarity Mission are deeply concerned by the extent 
of the human rights problems in the Philippines, especially in Central Luzon and Southern 
Tagalog regions as reported by the local victims and witnesses. The number and severity of 
human rights violations that were reported are appalling. Victims include local activists from 
progressive party-list groups and members of militant peasant organizations like AMGL and 
KASAMA-TK, but also ordinary peasants, without any organizational affiliation or political 

involvement. Consequently, fear seems to reign in many 
towns and barrios nationwide, especially in Central Luzon 
and Southern Tagalog as even barangay captains and other 
local government officials fear for their lives. 
 
There are clear indications of the military’s involvement in 
most cases as reported to the investigating team. Under the 
command of Major Gen. Jovito Palparan, the military have 
become more brazen as cited during interviews in Central 

Luzon and Southern Tagalog. Some of the human rights violations were committed by 
uniformed soldiers or by men in civilian clothes who introduced themselves as soldiers. Other 
violations occurred before the eyes of soldiers who were protecting the perpetrators and keeping 
the witnesses at a distance. Sometimes atrocities were admitted by the military during barrio 
meetings.   
 
The analysis indicates that the above violations are the part and parcel of the Oplan Bantay Laya, 
a counter insurgency plan implemented by the military and sanctioned by the Philippine 
government. The testimonies revealed that in most instances the victims or their families were 
accused of being a member of NPA or its supporter. Moreover, the Pres. Gloria Macapagal-
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Arroyo’s declaration of all-out war and her praises of Palparan during its State of the Nations 
Address on July 24, 2006, seem to encourage the military to continue this campaign of political 
killings and harassments.  
 
The military operations usually target either leaders or members of progressive organizations that 
are advocating for genuine land reform, democracy and social justice.  
 
The military are trying to cover up their crimes by linking the peasant leaders and organizers to 
the Communist Part of the Philippines (CPP) and New Peoples Army (NPA). This is evident in 
their pronouncements through media interviews stating that the slain victims are all members of 
CPP-NPA. 
 
This also benefits the local landlords and foreign investors, 
therefore, the peasants are suspicious that the military 
operations are encouraged by them.  
 
It is clear from the testimony and other references that the 
social conflicts in the Philippine countryside are rooted in 
landlessness, joblessness, poverty and hunger. Therefore 
this repression and human right violations by the military 
are only aggravating the dismal situation of the peasants 
and hampering the resolution of their problems.  
 
 
Recommendations 
 
Based on the testimonies and guidance of local participants, the International Peasant Solidarity 
Mission team puts forward following recommendations: 

·  We urge the Philippine government for the immediate end of all policies and programs 
that have led to human rights violations. We urge the Macapagal-Arroyo administration 
to immediately stop extrajudicial killings and persecution of peasants. 

·  We strongly suggest that victims of human rights violations and their families be given 
justice and indemnification. The perpetrators of such acts should be prosecuted especially 
those with command responsibility, because they are the ones masterminding these 
killings. 

·  We see the need for social justice including genuine land reform in order to resolve the 
causes of unrest in the countryside. 

·  Finally, we call for an investigation by an authoritative and independent international 
body of all human rights violations, and counter insurgency programs and policies of the 
Macapagal-Arroyo administration and the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the 
Philippine National Police (PNP).    
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Senators defended IPSM report 
 
A day after the IPSM’s fi ndings and recommendations were publicized by the media, they were 
immediately dismissed by Presidential Spokesman 
Ignacio Bunye. He said that the IPSM’s report 
smacks of “another demolition job by the black 
propaganda machine of our detractors.” 
 
But Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. 
defended the IPSM report: “The Arroyo 
administration is bent on covering up the 
involvement of the military and police in these 
crimes and has no intention of unmasking the real 
perpetrators and rendering justice to the innocent 
victims.” After receiving the IPSM report, he urged 
other senators to take action on extrajudicial killings 
during a plenary session last August 8. Senators Jamby Madrigal and Ramon Magsaysay Jr. also 
personally accepted the report from the IPSM team and expressed support for the campaign to 
defend civil liberties of peasants and their advocates. Senator Madrigal, for her part, has started a 
Senate investigation into the “Tagaytay 5” case. 
 
Earlier this year, the Philippine Commission on Human Rights (CHR) strongly condemned the 
spate of killings and noted that there is a “pattern of impunity” and reiterated the government’s 
responsibility in protecting the right to life and the security of homes and public order and 
property. The CHR admitted that in most of these cases of extra-judicial killings filed with the 
agency, police and military are pinpointed as perpetrators. The killings have also been 
condemned by the Catholic Church leaders, legislators, local government officials, civil society 
leaders, sectoral organizations, and other international groups.  
 
Due to mounting pressures, President Arroyo recently created an “independent” commission 
headed by former Supreme Court Associate Justice Jose Melo to investigate and recommend 
prosecution for politically-motivated killings. However, its credibility has been under fire 
because closer scrutiny reveals that its fi ve members have close links to Malacañang. Critics 
also dared the Melo commission to summon senior military offi cials like Maj. Gen. Palparan in 
its hearings. 

 
 
Call to Action 
 

Local Actions 
1. Support the struggle of peasants for genuine land reform. 
2. Philippine National Police (PNP) and Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) must 

respect the legal frameworks regarding arrests, interrogations and all interactions with 
civilians. 
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3. Indemnification of the victims of the ongoing human rights violations (HRVs) in Central 
Luzon and Southern Tagalog and all other peasant areas and the families of those who 
have been killed. 

4. Encourage the support of the children of peasants who are victims of HRVs so that they 
are able to continue their education despite the current situation. 

5. Immediate release of the Tagaytay 5, Mamburao 7 and other peasant political detainees.  
 

National Actions 
1. Petition letter should be sent out to the people 

responsible – President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
(GMA), Armed Forces of the Philippines, Department 
of National Defense, Commission on Human Rights 
(CHR), Joint Monitoring Committee (JMC), Provincial 
Governor, Municipal Mayor, Senate President, Speaker 
of the House, etc. 

2. Demand that the Ombudsman follow-up on the case 
filed against President GMA on the alleged P728 
fertilizer fund scam. 

3. Demand the full independent investigation and prosecution of the political killings and 
persecution.  

4. Relief of all those responsible for all the massacre, held during the Arroyo regime, from 
their positions at all levels. 

 
 
 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
A CALL TO INTERNATIONAL ACTION 
1. Expose worsening human rights violations and 

increasing militarization against peasants in Asia, 
Europe and North America.  

2. Support a campaign that the President of the 
Republic of the Philippines as commander-in-chief 
must be held accountable for the human rights 
violations committed by the military, especially by 
Major General Jovito S. Palparan Jr. and his 
minions in Central Luzon and during his stint in 
Eastern Visayas and Southern Tagalog.  

3. Support a ‘Petition Letter’ calling for dishonorable discharged of Major General Jovito S. 
Palparan Jr. and for his prosecution for all the crimes he committed in Central Luzon and 
during his stint in Southern Tagalog and Eastern Visayas.  

4. Disseminate result of the IPSM in different languages to gather broad international support. 
5. Submit a copy of the mission report to the UN Commission on Human Rights (CHR), 

International Parliamentary Union (IPU) and other international agencies and rapporteurs. 
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PETITION LETTER TO STOP EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS OF F ILIPINO PEASANTS AND 
PEASANT ADVOCATES 
 
Ms. Louise Arbor 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Offi ce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
United Nations Office at Geneva 
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
Fax: + 41 22 917 9022 
E-mail: tb-petitions@ohchr.org 
 
Cc: Mrs. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo 
President 
Republic of the Philippines 
Malacañang Palace 
JP Laurel Street, San Miguel 
Manila 1005 
PHILIPPINES 
Fax: +63 2 736 1010/ +63 2 736 2495 
E-mail: corres@op.gov.ph 
 
Her Excellency: 
 
I have recently read the report of the International Peasant Solidarity Mission (IPSM) held in the 
Philippines last August 6-8, 2006. The IPSM team conducted a fact-fi nding mission among relatives of 
victims and witnesses of extrajudicial killings as well as victims of other human rights violations in 
Central Luzon and Southern Tagalog regions under the government of Philippine President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 
 
Majority of the 729 civilians (as of August 22, 2006) killed for political reasons since 2001 were peasant 
leaders, peasant advocates, and ordinary peasants. The IPSM results show that the killings are clearly 
linked to a military anti-insurgency campaign that uses death squads to target civilian members of 
progressive organizations. 
 
The fact that the human rights situation in the Philippines is one of the worst in the world has been the 
cause of my alarm. More so when I realized that those hundreds of individuals mercilessly killed by 
suspected military death squads have been faithful servants to the struggle of the Filipino peasantry to end 
long-standing problems of landlessness, poverty, and exploitation and to their aspiration for a more 
equitable society. It is unacceptable that countless more members and leaders of legal peasant 
organizations remain under grave threat because of the government’s relentless red-baiting. 
 
I also find it appalling that hundreds of farmers with no political affi liation have been brutally killed in 
the course of abuse-ridden military operations in the countryside, or have been so intimidated as to fear 
working in their own fields. 
 
It is undoubtedly the State’s duty to protect the civil liberties of Filipino farmers. Without the right to live 
and the right to free expression and association, the peasantry cannot collectively strive for Food 
Sovereignty or the right to determine their food and agricultural policies and to access and control their 
means of production. As an individual who believes in respect for human rights and who advocates for 
genuine agrarian reform and Food Sovereignty: 
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·  I urge the Philippine government for the immediate end of all policies and programs that have led 
to human rights violations; 

·  I strongly suggest that victims of human rights violations and their families be given justice and 
indemnification; 

·  I see the need for social justice including genuine land reform in order to resolve the causes of 
unrest in the countryside; 

·  And finally, I call for an investigation by an authoritative and independent international body of 
all human rights violations, and counter-insurgency programs and policies. 

 
I demand that extra-judicial killings and other human rights violations in the Philippines immediately stop 
and that President Arroyo and Maj. Gen. Palparan be held accountable for the unimaginable loss and 
suffering these have caused the Filipino peasantry and the Filipino people in general. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
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ANNEX 1.   
 

RECORDS OF CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION (HRVs) 
AMONG PEASANTS FROM 2001 TO 2005 

 
 
 
Year 2001 
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Physical Assault 6 7 2 --- 

Harassment 32 72 8 3 
Coercion 7 7 - - 

Enforced Disappearance 2 2 - - 
ArbitraryDetention 4 1 - 1 
Summary execution 8 6 - - 

Forcible Summary Execution 4 3 - - 
Arbitrary Arrest and detention 6 6 - - 

Sexual Harassment 1 - 1 - 
Violation of Domicile 8 9 3 - 

Mauling 2 1 1 - 
Indiscriminate Firing 3 14 1 - 
Forced Interrogation 2 3 1 - 

Divestment of property 3 1 2 - 
Verbal Harassment 1 1 - - 

Tactical Interrogation 2 - 2 - 
Land grabbing 4 4 - - 
Illegal Search 3 4 - - 
Grave threats 2 3 - - 

Unlawful Arrest 2 7 1 - 
Damage to property 6 6 5 - 

  157 27 10 
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YEAR 2002 
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Harassment 40 36 10 14 
Coercion 32 27 6 8 

Destruction of properties 5 6 5 4 
Restriction/ Dispersal of mass 

action 
1 1 2- - 

Strafing 1 2 - - 
Criminalization of political 

offenses 
1 1 - - 

Unjustified arrest/ detention 2 3 - - 
Forcible Summary Execution 4 5 - 1 
Arbitrary Arrest and detention 5 6 1 - 

Sexual Harassment/Rape 1 - 1 - 
Violation of Domicile 12 15 9 3 
Indiscriminate Firing 6 8 3 11 

Demolition 1 1 - - 
Divestment of property 1 2 - - 

Interrogation 2 2 - - 
Destruction/ divestment of 

property 
1 1 - - 

Landgrabbing 2 1 - - 
Illegal Search 12 15 16 3 

Forced evacuation 2 1 1 - 
Mass Arrest 1 5 - 2 

Summary Execution 10 9 1 - 
  148 45 46 
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YEAR 2003 
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Harassment 9 11 1 - 
Coercion 1 1 - - 

Illegal Search 5 4 1 - 
Physical assault 3 3 - - 
Arbitrary arrest 7 7 1 2 

Use of Public place for military purposes 1 1 1 2 
Unjustified detention 1 1 - - 
Summary Execution 7 8 1 - 
Forcible Evacuation 1 - 1 - 

Sexual Harassment/Rape 1 - 1 - 
Violation of Domicile 2 2 1 - 

Frustrated Killing 5 4 1 - 
Torture 2 2 - - 
Threat 1 3 - - 

Intimidation     
Destruction of property 4 2 2 - 

Summary Execution 7 8 1 - 
  52 11 4 

 
YEAR 2004 
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Tactical interrogation 2 5 1 6 

Harassment 13 19 3 7 
Coercion 5 11 1 - 

Deprivation of Property 1 3 - - 
Abduction 3 6 1 - 

Murder 1 1 - - 
Strafing 1  1 - 

Destruction of property 2 16 7 3 
Physical assault 4 8 1 1 
Grave threats 5 7 1  

Violation of domicile 6 25 4 13 
Arbitrary searches 2 6 1 2 

Arbitrary arrest 6 7 2 6 
Detention 5 8 1 6 

Attempted murder 1 1 - - 
Divestment of property 5 7 2 2 

Forced servitude 2 2 1 3 
Sexual abuse 1 - - 2 

Illegal searches 1 16 - - 
Indiscriminate firing 1 2 - - 

Use of civilian as guide 1 2 - - 
Summary execution 2 2 - - 

  155 28 51 
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YEAR 2005 
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Illegal arrest/detention 2 2 1 - 

Illegal arrest 6 7 2 - 
Summary execution 5 4 1 - 

Destruction /divestment of 
property 

2 1 1 - 

Harassment 11 18 6 2 
Arbitrary searches 2 2 4 2 
Physical assault 2 2 2 2 
Grave threats 6 13 11 2 

Indiscriminate Firing 1 1 1 - 
Brief Human Rights 
Situation in Southern 
Tagalog Evacuation 

1 1 - - 

Grave coercion 5 5 - - 
Fake surrenderee 4 5 - - 

Enforced disappearance 1 1 3 - 
Violation of domicile 3 5 4 3 

  67 36 11 
 
July 2006  
 

Type of violations # of cases Male Female Children 
Killing 49 46 3 - 

Coercion 1 1 - - 
Arrest and detention 2 2 - - 

Physical Assaullt 5 5 - - 
Grave threats 2 2 - - 
Harassment 5 5 - - 

Strafing 2 2 - - 
Frustrated Killing 2 2 - - 
Physical Injuries 4 2 2 - 

Forcible Evacuation 2 
( 1,800 individuals-
unknown gender) 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

  59 5 - 
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Annex 2. Summary of Southern Tagalog Team 
 
The International Peasant Solidarity Mission, Southern Tagalog Team is composed of three (3) 
international delegates:  

·  Balram Banskota of All Nepal Peasants’ Association (ANPA) from Nepal 
·  Joris de Winter From Belgium 
·  Liliane de Winter From France 

 
There were local participants from different provinces in Southern Tagalog. They are the families of 
victims of human rights violation and direct victims of the state terrorism. And these are the list of the 
organizations and provinces present in the workshop: 

·  PUMALAG – Laguna 
·  KASAMA-Rizal 
·  Piglas – Quezon 
·  Maskada – Rizal 
·  Balatik 
·  KAMAGSASAKA-Ka – Cavite 
·  Tanggol Magsasaka 
·  KASAMA-TK 
·  PAMALAKAYA-TK 
·  ANAKPAWIS 
·  SUMAMAKA-TK 
·  KARAPATAN-ST 
·  BAYAN-ST 

 
It was conducted in Mabuhay Resort at Pansol, Calamba City, Laguna - outside the peasant areas due to 
massive militarization in the area and security threat for the activity and the local participants.  
 
These are the methodologies conducted: 

·  Focus Group discussions (FGD) 
·  interview with te victims themselves, their families and witnesses 
·  review of case studies/fact sheets, sworn statements and other related documents  

 
The team tackled the highlighted cases among 138 cases of extra judicial killings and other documented 
political repressions. The witness themselves stated the harrowing experience in the hands of the military 
and the police. Here are the highlighted results of the investigation of the team. 
   
The abduction and summary execution of a poor farmer from Quezon, Romy Leovit 
Three minors with 15 years of age and three other peasants who were tortured, illegally arrested and 
detained and subject to rebellion and murder cases.  
 
Nicanor delos Santos and 3 other Indigenous People (Dumagat) that were denied justice because the 
Local Government Unit (LGU) refused to prosecute the case simply because they were paid of P5, 000 
cash in exchange for court litigation 
 
Isaias Manano from Mindoro Oriental, a leader organizer that serves the peasant sector 
Frustrated murder of Peter Gonzales, vice-chairperson of PAMALAKAYA-ST who suffered 9 gunshots 
from the military gunman. 
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The couple Expedito and Manuela Albarillo from Mindoro Oriental who were brutally tortured before 
they were summarily executed 
 
Eddie Gumanoy, chairperson of KASAMA-TK together with HR worker Eden Marcella was abducted 
and killed while conducting an investigation of human right violations in the province of Mindoro 
Oriental.  
 
The types of evidences gathered were: 
·  interviews 
·  fact sheets and sworn statements 
·  autopsy report 
·  fact finding report on Eddie Gumanoy’s case 

 
The state has a full responsibility of all the extra judicial killings and other type of human rights 
violations because simply it is the state. The state should be held responsible for the welfare of her people. 
 
The President, being the commander in chief of the AFP is responsible for all the political killing and 
repression of the peasant and other sectors. 
 
The military is supposed to be the protector of the people but the witnesses and families of the victims 
directly pinpointed the AFP and PNP and other paramilitary units as the perpetrators and oppressors of 
the farmers, indigenous people and fisherfolks sector. 
 
The military themselves tried to cover up their crimes by linking the peasant leaders and organizers to the 
CPP-NPA. This is evident in their pronouncements through the media stating that the slain victims are all 
members of CPP-NPA. 
 
The military should give due process even if they were illegal or enemy of the state (NPA, MILF and 
MNLF) instead of using the rule of the gun. 
 
Recommendations 

·  Have a government of laws and not of men 
·  force the Commission on Human Right (CHR) to investigate and act on the cases of political 

killings and repressions 
·  immediate action on the military officer who are subjected to the human rights violation by 

investigating and dismissal from service instead of promoting them as of the case of Gen Jovito 
Palparan 

·  indemnify and compensate the aggrieved families of the victims of human rights violation 
·  punish the perpetrators of the HRVs 
·  allow the media to cover and report the real incidents; no media blockade 
·  resolve the land problems like massive displacement due to the grandiose projects of big local and 

foreign capitalists and other demands like just wages for the farm workers.  
 



 25 

Annex 3. Human Rights Violations in Southern Tagalog under GMA Regime  

 
62 farmers were killed  

 
1. Eduardo Gumanoy 
2. Victonino Honor 
3. Reynado Boy Linezo 
4. Emiliano dela Rosa 
5. Jose Raul Maguiza 
6. Abner Mario 
7. Rolando delaCruz 
8. Renato Bugtong 
9. Apolonio Mendoza 
10. Isidro Bumatay 
11. Enrico de Atras 
12. Domingo Samsona 
13. Romeo Pinar 
14. Egardo Noma 
15. Alvin Dorado 
16. Larry Diumampo 
17. Belen Israel 
18. Esmidio Manongsong 
19. Ariel Balmaceda 
20. Marilou Rubio Sanchez 
21. Vicente Olea 

22. Francisco Rabano 
23. Manny Llada 
24. Ricardo Boy Romero 
25. Merly Ibanez 
26. Mario Mercurio 
27. Conrado Gadon 
28. Rolando Cabagay 
29. Roger Fernando 
30. Ildefonso Brucal 
31. Expidito Albarillo 
32. Manuela Albarillo 
33. Romy Malabanan 
34. Salvador Violata 
35. Reynaldo dela Rosa 
36. Dominador Aniceto 
37. Degera Carlos 
38. Amador Estanislao 
39. Pepito Mercado 
40. Rogelio de Guzman 
41. Francisco Aguilar 
42. Adrian Alegria 

43. Teodoro Mendoza 
44. Linda Pinar 
45. Boker Tagumpay 
46. Armando Arellano 
47. Adriano Custodio 
48. Virgilio Bobong 
49. Estelita Marasigan 
50. Manuel Esio 
51. Romeo Leovit 
52. Virgilio Rubio 
53. Sonny de Silva  
54. Mariano Rabano 
55. Leonila Bueno 
56. Christian Ibanez 
57. Renato Pantonoza 
58. Marcelino Fabula 
59. Osaias Magarso 
60. Edgardo Mordido 
61. Leonardo Rodriguez 
62. Alberto Gonzales 

 
 

13 digeneous peoples 
 
1. Nicanor delos Santos 
2. Abelino Sungit 
3. Jose Sinagnayon 
4. Olivia Baticuling Blanco 
5. Rogelio Blanco 
6. Rogelio Blanco, Jr. 
7. Dexter Blanco 
8. Pakling Basa 
9. Budbud Usting 
10. Ofelia Bravo 
11. Jesus Bravo 
12. Samson Sangyo 
13. Rizal Matrex 
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6 fisherfolks  
 

1. Isias Manano, Jr. 
2. Roger Perez 
3. Anthony Martinez 
4. Oscar Sacdalan 
5. Vedasco Lalong Isip 
6. Efren Saducos 

 
 
Political Prisoners 

Name Jail Sector 
1. Jonathan Doroja Provincial Jail, Taytay, Rizal Farmer 
2. Leonardo Ocampo Provincial Jail, Taytay, Rizal  
3. Roberto Ocampo Provincial Jail, Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Taytay, 

Rizal 
 

4. Dulcisimo Anaiasco Provincial Jail, Taytay, Rizal  
5. Fernando Carabillo Quezon Provincial Jail farmer 
6. Jorly Ortega Quezon Provincial Jail Farmer 
7. Ariel Perjes Quezon Provincial Jail Farmer 
8. Arlan Perjes Quezon Provincial Jail  
9. Rogelio Tatoy Quezon Provincial Jail  
10. Joseph Benzal Quezon Provincial Jail  
11. Jimmy Estangco Quezon Provincial Jail  
12. Darwin Rodas Quezon Provincial Jail  
13. EduardoSerrano Mindoro Oriental Provincial Jail  
14. Joel Navarro Pasig City Jail  
15. Ricardo Solangon Natl Bilibid Prison, Muntinlupa City  
16. Cirilo Verdan Natl Bilibid Prison, Muntinlupa City  
17. Genero Rolido Natl Bilibid Prison, Muntinlupa City  
18. Sandino Esguerra Camp Bago Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba 

City, Laguna ng Diwa, Taguig 
Farmer 

19. Manolito Matricio Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
20. Eduardo Hermoso Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
21. Gileto Bautista Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
22. Ruben Balaguer Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
23. Mario Tobias Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
24. Jusue Ungsod Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
25. Orlando Estanes Camp Bagong Diwa, Taguig Farmer 
25. Nonilon Parro Quezon Provincial Jail Farmer 
27. Fernando Torres Quezon Provincial Jail Farmer 
28. Helbert Imperial Quezon Provincial Jail Farmer 
29. Axel Alejandro Pinpin Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba City, Laguna Farmer 
30. Aristedes Sarmeinto Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba City, Laguna  
31. Enrico Ybanez Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba City, Laguna  
32. Michael Masayas Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba City, Laguna  
33. Riel Custodio Camp Vicente Lim, Canlubang, Calamba City, Laguna  
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Annex 4. Summary of the Central Luzon team 
 

The Central Luzon team was composed of 6 foreign participants from Canada, Belgium, Japan, 
the United States and the Netherlands. There were 21 local victims and witnesses who 
participated in the mission. Eleven of them were from Bulacan and 10 came from Nueva Ecija. 
Some of them were members of local chapters of the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luson 
(AMGL), Kadamay and Anakpawis while others had no organizational affiliation. Majority of 
them were peasants. 
 
The Central Luzon team was forced to conduct its fact-finding mission in Manila where the 
international delegates were able to meet with the participants from Central Luzon. This 
adjustment to the original plan was made because of security concerns as many witnesses and 
victims could not go to their respective provinces because they feared for their lives. Moreover, 
many of them had already left their communities and were in hiding after the incidents because 
of continuing presence of the military.  
 
On August 6 and 7, the fact-finding team interviewed all witnesses and victims extensively and 
made use of available factsheets, reports from Karapatan-Central Luzon, autopsy reports, 
pictures and other documents to validate the testimonies. A comprehensive regional situationer 
by the local leaders and video documentaries provided the broader picture and analysis.  
 
During the interviews, different human rights violations were documented including: 
 

·  The massacre of two members of the Valmocina family and three of their poultry workers 
in San Ildefonso, Bulacan last February 1, 2006. 

·  Five cases of assassinations, including the killing of Armando C. Javier Jr., a farmer from 
Bgy. Sta. Clara, Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija on October 2, 2005 after a long period of 
harassment by the military. 

·  Eleven cases of forced abduction. ‘Nanay Tessie’ Avellera and her son Rodel, for 
example, were abducted from their homes in Bgy. Parista, Lupao, Nueva Ecija by heavily 
armed men, who were operating under the protection of uniformed soldiers, on July 13, 
2006. 

·  The burning of the house of Yolanda Lorenzana by soldiers in Bgy. Pinaod, San 
Ildefonso, Bulacan on February 26, 2006. Before the incident, Mrs. Lorenzana, a 55-year 
old grandmother, and two of her sons were accused by the military of being members of 
the New Peoples Army (NPA). 

·  Three cases of torture, including the case of Modesto Facunla, a farmer from Bgy. Yuson, 
Guimba, Nueva Ecija. He was invited for interrogation by the military on October 16, 
2005, blindfolded and seriously beaten up until he signed a confession. 

·  Four cases of divestment of property by the military. For example, the cell phone of 
Alberto Ramirez, was taken by the military who was abducted from his home in Bgy. 
Sagrada, Hagonoy, Bulacan on June 28, 2006. 

·  Many cases of threats, intimidation and harassment were reported by almost all witnesses 
and victims. Cases of note include those of peasant leaders Ricardo Diaz from the 
Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Bulakan and Danilo ‘Ka Daning’ Ramos, the secretary 
general of the Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. 
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Highlighted cases 
 

1. Case of Killing, Harassment, Massacre and Divestment of property: Testimony given 
by Yolanda Lorenzana.  

2. Case of Abduction and forced disappearance: Testimony given by Joan and Marlyn 
Abellers, and Michelle Pobre. 

 
 
Conclusions 

 
The members of the International Peasant Solidarity Mission’s Central Luzon team were deeply 
concerned by the extent of the human rights problems in the region as reported by the local 
victims and witnesses. The number and severity of human rights violations that were reported are 
appalling. Victims include local activists from progressive party-list groups and members of 
militant peasant organizations like AMGL but also ordinary peasants, without any organizational 
affiliation or political involvement. Consequently, fear seems to reign in many towns and barrios 
of Central Luzon as even barangay captains and other local government officials fear for their 
lives. 
 
There are clear indications of the military’s involvement in most cases as reported to the 
investigating team. Under the command of Major Gen. Jovito Palparan, the military have 
become more brazen. Some of the human rights violations were committed by uniformed 
soldiers or by men in civilian clothes who introduced themselves as soldiers. Other violations 
occurred before the eyes of soldiers who were protecting the perpetrators and keeping the 
witnesses at a distance. Sometimes atrocities were admitted by the military during barrio 
meetings.   
 
The analysis indicates that the above violations are the part and parcel of the counter insurgency 
plan implemented by the military and sanctioned by the Philippine government. The testimonies 
revealed that in most instances the victims or their families were accused of being a member of 
NPA or its supporter. Moreover, the Pres. Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo’s declaration of all-out war 
and her praises of Palparan seem to encourage the military to continue this campaign of political 
killings and harassments.  
 
The military operations usually target either leaders or members of progressive organizations that 
are advocating for genuine land reform, democracy and social justice.  
This also benefits the local landlords and foreign investors, therefore, the peasants are suspicious 
that the military operations are encouraged by them.  
 
It is clear from the testimony and other references that the social conflicts in the Philippine 
countryside are rooted in landlessness, joblessness, poverty and hunger. Therefore this repression 
and human right violations by the military are only aggravating the dismal situation of the 
peasants and hampering the resolution of their problems.  
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Recommendations 
 
Based on the testimonies and guidance of local participants, the International Peasant Solidarity 
Mission’s Central Luzon team puts forward following recommendations: 

·  We urge the Philippine government for the immediate end of all policies and programs 
that have led to human rights violations. 

·  We strongly suggest that victims of human rights violations and their families be given 
justice and indemnification.  

·  We see the need for social justice including genuine land reform in order to resolve the 
causes of unrest in the countryside. 

·  Finally, we call for an investigation by an authoritative and independent international 
body of all human rights violations, and counter insurgency programs and policies.    
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 
 
AFP - Armed Forces of the Philippines 
AI - Amnesty International 
AMB - Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Bulacan or Alliance of Peasants in Bulacan 
AMGL - Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa Gitnang Luzon or Alliance of Peasants in Central Luzon 
Anakpawis - Toiling Masses Party-list 
APC - Asian Peasant Coalition 
Bayan - Bagong Alyansang Makabayan or New Patriotic Alliance 
Bayan Muna - People First Party-list 
CCFC - Cavite Farmers Consultative Council 
CHR - Commission on Human Rights 
CPP-NPA - Communist Party of the Philippines- New People’s Army 
Damayan - Damayan ng Magbubukid sa Palayan ng Laguna or Solidarity of 
Rice Farmers in Laguna 
DND - Department of National Defense 
HRVs - Human Rights Violations 
IB - Infantry Battalion 
IPSM - International Peasant Solidarity Mission 
IRRI - International Rice Research Institute 
Kamagsasaka-Ka - Katipunan ng mga Magsasaka sa Cabite or Federation of Cavite Farmers 
Karapatan - Alliance for the Advancement of Human Rights 
Kasama-TK - Katipunan ng mga Samahan ng Magbubukid sa Timog Katagalugan or Federation of 
Peasant Associations in Southern Tagalog 
KMP - Kilusang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas 
KMP3 - Peasants and Their Advocates Standing Against Tyranny 
Masipag - Magsasaka at Siyentipiko Para sa Agrikultura or Farmers and Scientists for Agriculture 
Maskada-Rizal - Makabayang Samahan ng mga Katutubong Dumagat sa Rizal or Patriotic Alliance of 
Indigenous Dumagats in Rizal 
OBL - Oplan Bantay Laya 
PAN AP - Pesticide Action Network Asia Pacific 
PNP - Philippine National Police 
PUMALAG - Pagkakaisa ng Ugnayan ng mga Magbubukid sa Laguna or Unity of Farmers Association in 
Laguna 

 
 

 


